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WCODROW WILSON: PROPHECY AND PERSPECTIVE 
FCR THE PRESENT 
By 
Allen W. Dulles 
Director of Central Intelligence 
at 
Yale University 
November 27, 1956 

It is an honor to have been designated as Lamont lecturer and to speaks 
to you of some phases of the work of Woodrow Wilson. 

I feel particularly gratified that you should have chosen a Princeton 
man for this task, but possibly after what took place a weck ago Saturday, 
you can afford to be magnanimous, 

In the presence of Charles Seymour, your distinguished President 
Emeritus, I speak of Woodrow Wilson with a great deal of humility. Fie is. 
after all, the real expert on the subject, and I shall draw liberally from i¢eds 
he has expressed, 

A. few weeks ago I returned from a 35,000 mile trip around the wor'c.. 
visiting particularly the countries of the Middle East, Southeast Asia, and tt: 
Far East. I had rather planned to work out, during this trip, whit I woule 
siy to you today. But although I did some thinking, I found little time for 
writing, while visiting some twenty countries, AslI talked, browever, with the 
leaders of these countries, many of which had newly found or fought out their 
freedom, I could not help but ponder how fiercely had burned the fire of 


self-determination which Woodrow Wilson had helped to kindle some 4‘) yer: 


ago. 
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Before taking up the main subject of my talk I would like to say 2 wore 
about Yale 1nd my chosen ficld of intelligence, The comm ection between Yule 
and national intelligence is an old one. Two members of your cliss of 1773, 
Nathan Haile and Benjamin Tailimadge were, as many of you my know, 
pioneers in the field of intelligence. The story of Hale's mirtyrdom while 
gathering information from the enemy is well known, 

Hale's friend, Ben Tallmadge, wis an almost equally fabulous choroecter. 
He devised 1n ingenious system of information collection on British t-oops 
during the Revolutionary War, used primitive codes and invisible ink. and 
played an important role in the apprehension and conviction of Benedict 
Arnold's accomplice, GEE pnare. After the war, he became 1 businessiran, 
2 land speculator, 2 member of Congress, and 2 lay preacher in the 
Congregational Church. As you can see, 2 c1recr in intelligence prepares 
you for almost any occupation, 

Your university today is contributing able men to American 
intelligence, 1nd 1am one of the chief beneficiaries, Among them, nome is 
more outstznding than 1 former Yale Professor, Dr. Sherman Kent, who is 
Chairman of the Board of National Estimates in the Central Intelligence Agency, 
plays 2 major role in our work. 

We have, of course, come 1 long way in our national life since the 
days of Hale ind Tallmadge and with our growth to manhood 28s a nation, cut 


responsibilities have increased well beyond the dreams of our forefathers. 
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Since I finished my academic studies in 1916, I have divided my tive 
evenly between government service ind the practice of the law. During these 
years Ihave served, in one cipicity or another, under every President -f thy 
United States; the first was Woodrow Wilson. He was my collese president 
during the early months of my freshman year 1t Princeton before he became 
Governor of New Jersey. He wis also my first chief as I entered the F yreim 
Service in 1916. 

In what Iam going to say abeut President Wilson today, Lam drawiny 
very largely on my recollections of the man, I may say thit despite the 
passage of time, these recollectinns are cleir, My association with Wilson 
modest as it was, has hid 1 definite impact upon my own thinking ang mv «yp. 
proach to the international problems with which I hive been engiged ‘rom 


time to time, 


Universities in the Nation's Service 

It is 1pproprinte for us bei ete start where Wilson himself 
began, by stressing the imprrtant role that must be played by the university 
communities in the service nf the nation, 

Wilson said prophetically to his own university s9me 60 years 2ag0 
that 'when all is said, it is not learning but the spirit of service that will 
give a college “#. place in the public annals of the nation -.». There is laid 
upon us the compulsion of the naticnal Life. We dare not keep aloof and clas-«t 
ourselves while 2 nation comas to its maturity, The days of glad expinsiim 
are gone, our life grows tense and difficult; our resource for the future lics 
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in careful theuctht, providence , 2nd a wise econ-my; and the sch orl mus: be of 
the nation, '' 

Little did Wilson suspect when he toc's office how grait his own roie 
would ke in America's ccomines of ive -- despite the fact that he w-ll appro} 
ciated America's growinp leadership in international affairs. 

You will recall that Wilson was elected to the Fresidency -n a 9lvform 
that dealt almost exclusively with domestic problems and reforms -- suc 1 18 
lowering tariffs and overhauling the banking system, Wilson wre'e te 2 o-iend 
just before 1ssuming office thit "it would be the ireny of fate if my admimsetra- 
tion hid to deal chiefly with foreign affairs." In his first inausuril addre3s 
in the seemin*ly peaceful days of 1913, he scarcely mentioned forcisn p-ocy. 
“When his first term was half over we were in the thick of it; and before ics 
second term hd finished, 1 series of fateful decisions were taker whice 
affected world history. 

In the years between these events there wis 2 vast vrowth in cur 
world responsibilities which Wilgon understood with 1 foresicht that ror in 


this ccuntry were slow to apprecints, 


a ann a rr 


— pee 


From the time he was an undergradunite in college, “ilson hic bein 
fascinated with problems of brinsing povernment up te meet the coallenrie: 
and problems of the times. He viewed /merica's srowinr-up with exc ivsinent 
and hope, At his inaugural address 13 President of Princeton in 1907. hh» had 
spoken of ''a new aze before us in which, it would seem, we must :e2¢ the 
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f.n1 in the same year he wrote that: ''e have come to full mazurt y 


with this new century of our national existence and to full self-conscieurness 


as anation, And the day of our isolation is past, Ye shall learr much 
aurselves now that we stand closer to sther nations and compare dsurg*} + 
first with one and arain with another..." 

Several years later at Columbia he concluded one of his many 
speeches on sovernment with the Prophetic rermark that, "ss can neve* 
hide our president avain as a mere iomestic officer."" There carld he n- 
more eloquent proof of these words than Vilson's own tour sf service i 
that hich office. 

Some 25 years ago I came into the possession of the srivinal of ene 
of the rare documents of Y!sodrow ‘Wilson's career -- a personal letter t- 
Secretary “Uansing -- which illustrates his convietions as to the hich 
responsibility 2. the presidency in the conduct of foreivn relations. 

“"hile the letter was published in Ray Stannard Baker's "Life ani 
Letters cf “loodrow Wilson,'' it has never received the attention which -+ 
deserves, 

Befcre the end of the campai-n sf 'C15, the President becare feilv 
aware that the clection was to be a close one, that it was m:nre cr loge +f 4 
toss-up whether he or ivr. Hurhes would win. That election. as vag the 


of the election the other day, was fought out durine a period of -rert inter. 


1m 


se 


national crisis. America then face hard decisions and as tho lattes injiestes 


Wilson was deeply disturbel about the consequences t> the country vf fa~ 2 tae 


ation which would arise if he were dcfeated ani yet remained cn as the ye 


Pr. siduné 
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from early November until the coming March, It is fortun.zte that ‘Jilson 
set forth his ideas in 1 letter which he wrote Mr. L-nsing, then Secretiry 
of State, who had left *’ashineton to vote in his home of Watertown, New 1 ork. 

The main source cf concern wis, in Vilson's words, that: 'The 
direction of the foreign policy of the government would in effect hase boer. 
taken out of my hands and yet its new dofinition would be impossibl.: unt: 
March," 

He rdded this: "I feel that it would be my duty to relieve th. councry 
af the peribs of such 2 situation it once, The course I hive in mine is decentent 
soa the censent ind cooparition of the Vice Fresident; but, iu Ice id sain his 
consent to the plen, I weuld 28% your permission to invite Mr, Hue ies to 
become Secretary of State 2nd would then join the Vice President in resituas, 
‘and thug open to Mr, Hugnes the immediate succession to the Pregidency, 

"£11 my life long," Wilson centinued, ? "I have advocated geme such 
responsible government for the United States 1s other constitutions | systame 
afford 1s 1 matter of course, ind 2s such iction on my pert would sn.ururite, 
at leirst by example. Responsible government means xovernment by these 


whom the people trust, and trust it the time of decisinn and retien., Te 


iv 
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whole country has long perceived, without ‘moving how to r amedy, th. 
digadvantise of haivine te live for four mentnhs after an electica und2r ct porty 
whose guidance hid been rejected at the polls. Here ig the remecy, 7“t aay 
rate 18 far 1s the Executive is concerned." 

The svivin«] letter wis given to me by my Aunt, Mes, Wcnocing 
who found it amens my Unclels papers ifter his death, It wos mn: ced tute 
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destroyed, but I disobeyed this injunction, ag [ have done frequently sinc - 
in similar situations, 

+2e problem which Frasident “ilgon pogeg in this letter his hapa 
in pirt Solved by the 20th “Mmendment, Moving the date of inazururat on fro 
Mirch 4 to Januiry 20, The Possibility of tha 3Clution ha Sugeested hag h-a4 
eliminated by lesistation which ehanwac the line nf Succession, after tha 
Vice President, from °) APPYinted officar (the Secretary cf State) ta in 
elected officay (the ;3peakar of the H. use of Representatives), 


®, ANWever, whether the 20th fomaean dme-+ 


ch 
bbe 
2 
Hj 
ro) 
> 
fans 
> 


It seems tn me quest 
nas adequately Solved the Preblem, True it 1s seduced the lame due - 
Period from about four Months to 2 little Over two and + halt menths. Rut és, 
the present State of the world, in the atomic we, “l days is 4 vary lor, 
Period, For example, if By chance we were todry in 4 "Lume duck! Perio 
Icin hardly conceive how adeauite machinery eceuld ba Sef up te reach the 
decisions that are required 4rily if not hourly, with one man holdine th. 
titular autherity and wnother enicying the Popalor mandate, 

In the lame duck period af 1°33 an attempt wis maids by Proasidert 
Honver to s0lve the problem by C@llabornition between the sutsrine and the 
incoming rdministration, This proved unrewirding, I imagine that any 
incoming administritian willbe reluctant to shrre the responsibility with wut 
Anving the real power af decisinn, ft would, it seems t? me, be CIrsler ts ax 
the willing C.operntian of outgoing -fficiqls wno hive turned Over their aftianr. 
tn the newly elected or *PPinted officials than ta try rgain whats. “Viloe in 


1933. Most European Constitutian4] eevernments, including the British, reainar > 


in one WAY OY another to mike the transition without any fermnal daloy, 


> 
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There 1re other curious .nomnilies in the present lame ducs< svete 
of 78 days, The outzoine radministrrtion in eirly January must pu: in 9 
State of the Union message, in economic report, ind. budgst mesang>. 
Except for the actual wor’ done on the budget, this trilogy of swan sone: 
serves very little useful purpose, 

Cf course the rext log jam comes from the Electoril Collece proc adures, 
which the 20th .mendment did little to set right, The Amendment rightiv 
ruled that electoral votes should be counted anly by the newly electod Co-rxsags 
$0 tat 1 possible tie could not ba bro%en by a Inme duc! Coneress, For, 
since the new Congress does not mact until January 3rd according 9 the 
Amendment, the leng period of writing for a chings in administration gsorre 
destined to be with us until some better wiy is found to selva this p-oblem 


which ‘7ilson first tried to meet, 


Wilson and the Soviet Union, 

Wilson was President when two ~reat revolutions swept threngh 
Russia in 191%; first the Kerens ty revolution of March, then the Boighavi: 
revolution of Lenin-Trotsky in November. He had Zreat symprithy tor th. 
democratic revolution in Mirch of 1917 2nd made every effert to ext ond 
support to it, 

You may remember that he sent 4 cistinguished missirn und or 
“lihu Root te reviow the prospects of the Provisional Government ane ti 
ascertiin what steps we ceuld tre tn help it. The Mission brouvht 1 varv 


optimistic report from which the only dissenter was Charles R. Crane wie 
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possessed that most viluable of all qualifications: first-hind ‘“nowledre 
of an area he had visited many times. 

“ven after the hopes for democracy and freedom in Russia wer2 
dispelled by the November revolution, Wilson soursht to make clear that 
our policy was one of deep friendship for the Russian peoples desprte the: - 
form of government, ‘Whether their present leaders beliave it or not. 
he said, "it is our heartfelt desire ind hope that some way may be openasd 
whereby we mniy be privileged to 1ssist the people of Russia to obt-in their 
utmost hope of liberty and ordered peace. , ,!! 

Today, almost 40 years after the Russian revolutions we ar2: sti) 
thwarted in our quest to convince the Russian people of our desire cer perc? 
and friendship with them, The ticht dictators‘iip in the Xremlin bin attempted, 
with 1 lare2 measure of guccess, to keep the truth and the facts {rr-m tie 
people of the Soviet Union, For eximple, they hive never published the c:xt 
of Khrushchev's speech donouncing Stalin 1nd Stalinism, which his bean 
printed elsewhere throughout the civilized werld, The people in Russia 
have never been told the truth xbout events in Poland, Thev have b-ent~ 
hardly anything, and certrinly none of the truth, rbout what his traispir 4 
this past month in Hungary. 

It seems t mc, hewever, thit the Soviet lerders have made twe f22 1 
errors if they propnss tn retiin the hard dictatorship which the tere rine 5 


of Tienin and Stalin envisare, 


¢ 
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First, ape new leaders of the USSR admitted to respectability 
the Tito experiment in Yugnslavir. Ido not poso as 2 prophet, but in an 
address which I made 13 months ag0 at the Columbi1 University Gammencenicnt, 
I put this question: ‘'If the Tito form of heresy, denounced a few yerrs ot” 
more vigorously even thin capitilism, is now to be forgiven and ipp rove, 
how can the Soviet deny the ZTuropean satellites the right to 1 similar heres’ 
if they so desire?" 

I only wish that this question had been 1 prophecy beciuse it 33 
proving to be true, Poland Ins already mide moves in this directior. 
In Hungary the people were unwilling to accept 2 halfwry station towcrd 
liberty 1nd hive electrified the world by their strugsle for complete 
independence, In doing so they have tended to disprove the theory sv lon: 
held that revolt apainst a tyranny equipped with the modern werpons of war 


was foredoomed to frilure, 
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Whatever the final »utcome in Hunzary, ch: se wh. have sacriiicea 
themselves will not have failed, They have alerted the world once more 
to the meaning of Soviet despotism, and have struck a blow for freed »m 
which will rank in history with the «merican and French revolutions. 

The second fatal error the Kremlin has made was in calculat ng 
that it could safely introduce mass education into the Soviet Union and 
that those who were educated in science and technology would not come to 
think in political terms as well. Education has made it difficult, if not 
impossible, for the Soviet leaders to continue to close off their people 
from access to the realities of the outside world, 

An interesting report that has recently been received indicates thic 
the men in the Kremlin understand the danger and are trying by artificin. 
means to meet it. They are apparently now proposing that advanced der ree: 
will not be given to those whos have completed their educational worl until 
they have had four additional years of a compulsory work assignmert on 
top cf their educational career. Perhaps the Soviets believe this time 
would serve as an adequate antidote to independent thinking, But a: tific 4) 
means such as these ani the resuscitation of Molotov to lecture to tie 
writers and artists will do little to solve the problem, You can brainwas: 
a few for a period of time, you could never brainwash a whole nation. 

In each of these problems the Scvict Union's difficulties stem fro 
indifference to beliefs “ilson held most deeply: the rights of any ni.tior 
to determine its own destiny, and the necessity of bringing intellectual 


enquiry into the life of the nation at large. I daresay that “ilson w ruld 
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not have been surprised to sce the proud peoples of Eastern Europe led in 
‘aie latest struggle for self-determination by students and writers a: well 
as workers and peasants. 

We are now going through dramatic days in our relaiicns with the 
Soviet Union and it seems that some inexorable laws are at last catching 
up with the Soviet system. In the industrial and educational progres: whict. 
has been made they have sone far towards turning serfs into thinking humati 
beings, They have seen satellites move dramatically toward freedora, anc 
it ig not tod much to predict that the Soviet Union can never be the gime 
as it was in the days of Stalin, In the mot too distant future we may ‘ind 
new means cf evidencing ts the Russian people the basic friendship whicn 
the American people have always had teward them and which ‘/ilson triec 
to show in the early days of the Russian revolution, 

"yilgon and the Search for Facts. 

In his development cf our foreign policy, “/ilson was an avia 
searcher for the facts. In preparation for the work at the Paris Fe:ce 
Conference in 1918-i9, he aathored togetner, in a committee aptly calles 
"The Inquiry', the ablest experts, in and out of government, t+ prepare 
the position papers on many of the intricate subjects t > come dafore the 
Conference, 

As a young Forviga 5ervice fficer in Paris, I worked clos: ly wict 


this group, I was not -fficially a member 9f iv as was Charles Gey nour, 
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but I can state that to the surprise and amazement of the Europenn 
negotiators, the American delepation tc the Paris Peace Conference 
arrived there better documented, even on most of the intricate Kurcmear 
problems, than the representatives of the European states themrelves 

I recall a particular instance at the Conference in °6°9 wien wv a>.drow 
Wilson had an exceptionally difficult problem to solve, and sne which w:.: 
fraught with deep internaticnal significance, It related te the all catin- 
of the port cf Fiume between the conflicting claims of Italy and Yuposlevia 
Here the President's advisors were not in accord, and he was faced with 
detailed memoranda presenting both sides of the case. Few xf the inter. 
national issues presented at the Conference illustratod 39 well V'laan!« 
determination to get at the facts and then to decide without fear 3+ fay -- 

In this case, after considering the issues,-particularly th:t t3 tyke 
Fiume from Yugoslavia would leave that ceuntry without any read ly 
accessible port on the Adriatic, while Italy had a plethora of port»: in tha 
area, including Vonice and Trieste, - the decision went to the Yugoslev - 
It resulted in the temporary withdrawal of Italy from the Peace C nfevorica 
led to the Greek invasion cf — sia Miner, and stirred a doen wave +f 
indignation apainst the United States throuchout Italy. filscn wh> had 
deen the idsl cf the Italian peaple became overnight an cnemy in thair aver, 

With all the political changes in the area, this issue has lorg gine> 


become academic. The incident, however, has helped t> reerncils mst 


wee 


the fact that if this ecuntry is to follow the rirht course, we cannot alw> v 
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hope for popularity or the love of other pecples, I find this a somewhax 
consoling thought these days. Inthe long run if sur conduct follows the 
course of justice and fair dealinz, even thsugh unpopular at the tim:, we 
will eventually gain and hold respect. 

Tilson wanted not only the facts, but a solid conclusion frorn ther. 
President Zmeritus Seymour in his article in Foreign Affairs for January 
1956, recounts that on his way to the Paris Peace Conference on the Goorss 
Washington, he called together his expert analysts in ''The Inquiry’ anc 
said this, 'Tell me what is right and I'll fight for it, Give me a guarantesd 
position." 

IMore than any of his predecessors he sent special env.ys and soeciil 
missions to various fcreipn coumtrics to bring him reports on particular 
situations, Ihave mentioned the Rcot mission to Russia. He sent 1 series 
of missions to iviexic> when cthers were urging him to take action withou: 
worrying abcut petty details, Likewise in the early days of the World “-ar 
he roe: informaticn on the attitudes of the great powers through Fis roving 
Atmmbassadcr, Colonel Huse. 

_I soimetimes wonder why ‘’ilson was not the originator of the plar 
which led tz, the creaticn uf the Central Intelligence Asency, «after all, its 
task is to do on a worldwide and systematic basis what Vilson was ondcavcring 
to do with special missicns as emergencies occurred, 

What we are tryins to do day by day in the Central Intelligence Arercy 
is to pull together the facts of those situations abr-ad which affect. ur 
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national security, These facts range from the military and ec nomic 7 over 
of a given country, which we call the "hardware", to the plans and inte rtions 
of the leaders of that country. 

As coordinator of foreign intelligence, we have also sot up mac zinery 
im government today which greatly reduces the danger of being caughe un- 
prepared, as we were at Pearl Harbor, There the essential facis, to > 
large extent, were available; but at that time there was no centrz1 machinery 
to pull them together and bring the conclusions to the attention of tho3- sho 
had the responsibility for action, 

Today there is a 24-hour "watch" machinery established t> bring 
important factors to the attention of competent officers as soon 23 thev 
are received, 

Cf course, after each crisis you will find allegations in the pres: 
that our intelligence has failed and that we have been caught flat-Zooted in 
situations such as in the Middle East, Poland, Hungary, and the \ike. Such 
criticisms have to be left unanswered -- not because they are jusiified. but 
because the information available to us cannot be advertised befo~e th: 
event, Soractimes it cannot be mentioned even after the event wilhou: 
risking disclosure of intelligence sources and methods which, under th: 
law constituting the Central Intellisence agency, are not to be divulged 
Those who bring this criticism are generally not in a position to know wht 
facts are in the government's possession, but they do not hesitate to necase: 
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the government of being taken by surprise, 

“f£ course, the fact-finding mechanisms are as fallible as ‘he human 
beings who do the collecting and the assegsinz of information, In seve-a 
occasions Woodrow Wilson discovered this, His missions to wlex.co were 
often hampered by the partisan interests of hig reporting officers; and ri3 
mission to Russia in 1917 was handicepped by the unfamiliarity of mest of 
the delegation with Russia's traditions and problems, 

In our own day, even if one were to know all the hard facts. the 
problem of determining how a given country will act is no casy task. Vices 
is particularly true in dictatorships, where action depends upon the dec :isns 
of a small group of men, taken in secret, with no control by responsible 
legislation and with only 1 modicum of attention to the possible resection of 
public opinion, Even at times the actions of democracies are not wasiiy 
predictable, 

Wilson in the Contest for Men's Minds, 

One of the great tests we face in the contest with inteenational 
communism is the battle for men's minds, In our search for effective 
instruments of political persuasion, we can perhaps take a lesson irom 
Woodrow ‘/Jilson. The First “Jorld War was won not only on the britleric id, 
The victory was mightily aided by a convincing program of struggh: for th: 


allegiance of men, 
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Even before the military tide turned in favor of the allied powers, 
Wilson succeeded in creating almost on a world-wide basis the Picturs +° 
himself as a man who stood for a just settlement of the war issues, Jayy 
as today President Eisenhower's great influence in the world is based +r 
the realization that our war time leader is a man who places peace abv 
all other aims. 

Wilson's feat was all the more remarkable because it was carri+d 
out before the days of radio and television, and before we had all the mocarn 
means of mags communicaticn, He did have some advantages, however. 
which we do not now have in our dealings with the Communist countric. :. 

The press in Gormany during World War I was relatively froe execpt on tha 
military field, Also, Wilson was addressing himself to 4 people whog> 
education and sophistication made them particularly susceptible to his 
messages, 

The Wilsonian phrase "peace without victory", proclaimed efore 
we entered the war and not very warmly received by either of the warring 
grouss, was still well remembered in Germany when, during the latter davg 
of the war, he enunciated his 14-Point program, 

This statement of war aims aided in undermining the German Powe 
to resist because he Persucnded preat Segments of the German Peopl. thet ar 
end to the war would not mean their humiliation or annihilation, and that there 
Was an honorable way to bring the hostilities to anend. Without seeminy «- 
do so Wilson wag able to carry out that most difficult and generally Cangorciys 
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operation of appealing to the people over the heads of their own povernrmoarts, 
and of civing them statements of ideals, aims, and objectives which mack 

the statements of their own leaders seem hollow and unrewarding, In so 
Aoing he was following exactly the opposite course from that adopted in ‘erld 
War II when the unfortunate unconditional surrender slogan contrituted so 
eae in aiding Hitler and the Nazis to wage war to the bitter end, 

When Prince Max of Baden, the German Chancellor, put ort very 
tentative peace feelers in the autumn of 1918, allied leaders abroad, anc 
prominent figures in the United States, called upon Wilson to reject these 
approaches unconditionally. But Vilson continued the correspondence +7 i 
slowly brought the German people over to his side -- much to the constco-:na- 
tion of German military leaders, Ludendorff, in particular, saw that he 
was losing the war because the home front was failing at a time when his. 
armies remained largely undefeated in the field. 

In stressing the right of self determination, “Jilson also broke the 
will to resist of oreat areas of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, ani in the 
view of our Minister to Switzerland at that time completed the demoraliz:ztion 
of that ccuntry, So appealing was Jilson's idea of a "peace of impartizl | 
justice" that the Chancellor cf Germany himself eventually justifiei surzirder 
with the reasoning that: ''.,.if we comprehend that the significanes of this 
frightful war is above all a victory for the idea of Justice, and if wo de rit 


resist this idea, but submit with all good faith, then we shall find in it «. 
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cure for cur present wounds ani a reservoir cf future strenrth,"' 

In a sense, Vilscn proved one of our first and most effective 
psychological warriors, His success was attributable not only to the 
inherent appeal of his ideals, but to his own deep and genuine belicf in th: 
importance cf the intangibles in human affairs, 


Vilsen and Vorld Creanization. 


There may be a kind cf justice in the fact that this centenn al 
anniversary of Wilson's birth falls at a moment when vitally imp9.tan: 
roles are being assumed by the United Nations in the Middle Heste rn, tac 
Hungarian and other crises. he great dream of ‘/ilson was cf nitions 
united in a covenant of pence, which would hold guarantees apaing: arined 
aggression, In VJilson's view the deterrent was primarily, but nct exciu- 
sively, in the moral forces of nations united for peace, 

"Armed force is in the background in this program," he said, 

"but it is in the background, and if the moral force of the world will roi 
suffice, the physical force of the world shall.'' "But that is the last reerrt." 
he added, "because this is intended as a constitution of peace, not as 2 
league of war,'! 

It is alsc wellts remember that Jilson's idea of a Leacue sf N2xticns 
was not merely a passive organization to keep the peace in a neracive sanse, 
"It is a League," he explained, "which can be used for cooperation a in anv 
international maiter,'' “‘hen we look at the work being Jone by the various 
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humanitarian, cultural and eccnomic organs of the U.N., wo seo xeain 
acceptance of Wilson's injunction that more and more menin all walker «1 
life must be ''drawn inte « @ field of international ecnsultaticn," 

It is, of course, too soon t3 be carried away by optimism -bout ts. 
potential of the United Naticns for realizinp our goal of a world at peace, 
2 Can have hope, however, that its role in the current Middle Ea cterz 
and Hungarian situations -- lixe its mzral and matsrial force in m:ctine 
the challenge of Korea -- will give it such stature that no would-be aperesecor 
will dare tc rigk directly opposing it, 

It is, I feel, a vindication of ‘ilson's vision that the United jtats + 
is not only an active participant in the U.N, and the site of its permanent 
headquarters, but that America has taken a position of leadership in 
bringing together the moral force of a preat majority of the ULN. moamber; 
on all of these three challenges ts the rules laid down in the charter 

Certainly the wrrl2 ig now awakened to the realities 95£ the p-esent 
era, “‘Targ in the days of the bow and arrsw had limited repercussicns, 
and even after gun powder was discevered they did not quite suecce3 in 
destroying our Civilizatisn, But today with nuclear weapons, long range 
bombers and guided missiles, there is n> answer td cur survival unless w- 
have an effective instrument to puard the peace, The laws >f the jun de ean 


no longer prevail, 
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Some historians have cyriticized Tilson for beins tos inflexibl> 
in his beliefs, to> quick to act on slogans, t-o sure that he had a quaranwed 
position, There ig no doubt some justice in these criticisms. Brsiczliv, 
however, Viilscn was right in his major beliefs -- and, indeed, tiese h:ve 
been largely accepted as American policy: a deep concern for the free:tom 
and independence of pesples everywhere; anid, at the same time, commu:- 
ment to an international body as the best hope fcr peace in troubl:d times, 
From the depth of his spiritual convictions, ‘Jilson realized in hi3 swn 
day -- and reminds ua in ours -- that national policy like life itsclf nac ls 


a sense of direction and high purpose. 
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